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September M eeting

Eureka Jet Boat Ride
September 28-29

September’ s meeting will take place at 5pm, the 28" at
the Eureka KOA located on 4050 N. Highway 101. We
will leave at 8:00 AM from the IHOP |ocated at 1825 4th
St, San Rafael. We will be heading up Highway 1, so
breakout the electric vest and fleece. It lookslikewewill
be taking 101 N out of San Rafael to 128 and then 128W
tohighway 1. 1 headsnorthandthenturnseast back to 101.
WEe'll stay on that into Eureka.

Theridewill culminateinaJet Boat uptheKlamath River
on September 29. The club has reserved spots for us to
take a jet boat ride up the Klamath River, one of the last
remaining wild rivers of California. The tour is 55 miles
round-trip. We'll have lunch (bring your own or have it
included) on the River and we'll get back to the dock by
12:30. Our monthly campout will besomewherenearby so
we can get to the River by 8:45 am. The priceis $35 for
the tour and $8 for lunch-what adeal! Thisisachance of
alifetimeto seethewilderness of the Klamath-don’t miss
it!! For moreinformation contact our Prez, Pat Potter, at
(650) 593-6009 or dzppotter@aol.com. Or check it out at
www.jetboattours.com.

Some riders have asked about the pace of the tours. |
stress that everyone should ride at the speed that makes
himor her comfortable. Several ridershavevolunteeredto
ride sweep in the past, | really appreciate that and | hope
that continuesinthefuture. My copilot ensuresmethat we
will stop for breaks every hour and a half, or so.

New riders and new to the club riders are welcome!
Please contact me with any questions. The normal way
things go iswe meet for breakfast and then we start each
ride with ameeting to go over some essential rules of the
road anddistributemaps.
We review how to ride
on highways, singlelane
roadsandkeepinganeye
onthepersonbehindyou.
While we might get
spread out after awhile,
itisimportant towait for
the person behind you
when we are at a stop

signorlight.

WEe'll stopfor gas, breaksandlunchduringtheday. We
hopeto beat our destination around 3 PM, giveor takean
hour. After our meeting some will have dinner at the
campsite or other groupswill go out for dinner. If you're
not into tent camping, feel freeto check for local hotels.

| am till making plans for November and January’s
tours. If anybody has any suggestions, please let me
know. Don’'t forget to mark your calendar for October,
we'll betouring a cave, maybe Mercer Caves and we're
going to Death Valley during President’s Weekend in
February. I’malready |osing sl eep whileanticipating the
International Motorcycle Show in San Mateo November
10" and 11, just in time for the holidays.

Ok, enoughwritingfor me, | needtocall Gerbingand get
our electricstuff. Remember, if you' rewalkingoutsideto
your bikeand say, “isit cold enough for my fleece and/or

electric vest?’ the answer is always, “yes.”

Tour Captain, Ross and Juliana
"Speed Control" Felling

We Won 15t Place!!!

Thisyear the BMW Club of Northern Californiawon
1% Place at the National Rally for “Farthest Chartered
ClubwithFiveor Moreinattendance”. If youwereone
of the Club members who made this happen, we want
to know about it! We are going to have adrawing for
al the Club memberswho attended and the winner will
get to keep the plaque for the Club.

So call or email me and let me know if you
went to the National!
Pat (650) 593-6009 or dzppotter@aol.com

2nd Sunday Breakfast
October 14, 2002 9:00 AM

Bab'sDelta Diner
770K ellog Street, Suisun City
(707) 421-1926

From | 80 take CA-12 towards Rio Vista.
Exit to Suisun City/Business District. Merge
onto Lotz Way, Left on Solano and Rt onto
Kellog.
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Editorial FinePrint:

e The deadline for the next newdletter, the

October 2002 issue, isOctober 3, 2002.

eAdswill runfor 3monthsunlessyoucall and
tell usto cancel sooner, or the editor forgets,
which ismost likely, or we haven't recelved
any new ones in which case we like to have

something in that space!.

ePleasesend all material for thenewsletter to
theeditor at the club PO box (addresson back

page), or email to twored@pacbell.net

PreSI dent S Corner by Pat Potter, President

Only Dickenscouldsay it better: Itwasthe
best of rides, itwasthe—of rides! If youwere
onthisyear’ sRangeof Light Gypsy Tour,you
know what | mean. Theroadsandtrailswere
awesome—thanksto Jim Cyran, Gary Stofer
and Greg Gibson on the street and Rick
Wurzelbacher and Bob Loveonthedirt. If
thoseguyshadn’ tdonesuchagreatjob, | think
Petti and | would havebeeninthrowninthe
Walker River on Saturday, dragged out and
tossed back intotheFeather River on Sunday.

TheRangeof Lightismy mostfavoriteClub
- event. | usedtothinkit’ sbecauseweget to

d ridegreat roadsall weekend, butreallyit’ sthe

peoplewho show upthat makeit somuchfun.

| didn’t hear one complaint—all | saw were smiling faces—even the GS

desperadoswho showed up at 8 p.m. on Saturday night absolutely filthy and

starvingweregrinningfromear toear. Weshould maketheRangeof Lighta
week-long event—woul dn’ tthat beakick!!

Therewereaton of folkswho stepped up and vol unteered for jobswhilethe
Rangeof Light wasgoingon—noonewaited aroundtobeasked, they just took
control! It wasgreat!! Special thanks, however, goes to John MacGyver
Caramagnowhofixed my flat tireMonday morning and Scot Marburger who
sufferedwithmeaswekept it at 60 onthe Feather River—therepair kit said not
togoover 50— yeah, right.

What’sup next? EUREKA!! We' vereserved spots at thelocal KOA (so
bringyour golf putter—there’ sprobably aputtinggreenonthepremises). If
you' reafirsttimer, thisisasluxuriousasweget, sodon’ t get spoiled! We'll be
spendingthenight andleavingearly Sunday morningtoridenorthabout 1%2hrs.
tocatchtheJET BOAT ontheKlamathRiver. TheKlamathisoneof Cdifornia' s
last remainingwildriverssoachancetogoup backcountry onit shouldn’tbe
missed. Weneedtobeat theriver nolater than8:30a.m. andwe' |l get back on
shoreby 12:30p.m. Therideis$35andfor $8 morethey’ Il includelunch (you
canbringyour own,too). DON’ TMISSIT!! YOUMUST CALL ORE-MAIL
MEWITHYOURRESERVATION BECAUSE SPACEISLIMITED.
Seeyouinacoupleof weeks!

Pat Potter
(650) 593-6009 or dzppotter@aol.com

Editor’s Corner (And a very small corner it is!)

My thanksto al of you who contributed articles for this months newsletter. The
response to our pleafor material was met in the best club tradition and we have
been overwhelmed by the response. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

There were several pieces | was unable to include because of space issues and
the number of pictureswas also reduced. | will do my best to catch up with al of
thisin October.

| trust you will enjoy reading about the adventures of our contributorsasmuch as
| did. Truly outstanding work folks.
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August Rideto Indian Creek

August’ stour startedat 8:45AM from
Emil VillarsrestaurantinLivermore. 8
bikes left an overcast East Bay and
headed EastonTeslaandthenJ2. These
roadsweregreat, curvy, withouttraffic
andthecloudsdisappeared. Attheend
of J2wegot on 580 and then 132.

132is...wdl....veryflat. Andthenin
Modesto, 132getsvery....ugly. Where
132 meets J59 we met up w/ Don from
Madera. Fromtheretheclear skiesand
nicetemperatureledusto O’ byrnesand
Pool Station. Thesearevery nicefoothill
roads. Everyonerodeat their own pace
as the roads got narrower, then wider
and then curvier. From there we hit
highway 26 and got alittleseparated.

Ok, themap wasnot perfect. Before
weknew itthefrontsix of uslostthetwo
sweepsand Don. Westoppedfor lunch
near West Point on 26 (notin NY, the
tour wasn’t that long) at anice outdoor
café. We then headed to Volcano Rd,
FiddletownandthenontoE16. Volcano
and Fiddletown are perfect for
motorcycles and judging from seeing

two CHP on BMWs (no, they didn’t
wave) sodothepolice. Noticketingtook
place.

Before E16 gets to 50 we got onto
Mormon Immigrant and headed east to
88. Theviewswerevery nice and the
temptationtoincreaseour speed grew.
Wearrivedat thecampsitearound 3:30,
277 miles from Livermore where the
three separated bikeswerewaiting for
us.

All of theseroads, except 132, arevery
niceand detail sabout them canbefound
at: http://www.pashnit.com/

Themeeting startedontimewithVP
WayneOpppresidingover agroupof 34
people. First timers included Nicky
Sinclairand DonMcClellan(besureto
read hisarticleinthismonthsnewd etter).
Second timers, guests, and existing
members new to the campout scene
wereDonErickson,DonMcClain, Steve
Lukeand Scott Kerb. IndianCreekisa
beautiful campgroundwithgroomedtent
sitesthat we quickly filled. Funfilled
Markleevilleisjustafew milesaway, but
most camperswentontoMindenNevada
fordinner.

Indian Creek - BMW parking only!

SIBMW
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Safety/Technical Director'sCorner

by Charles Petrie, Safety/Tech Director

| just got back from aride to Burning
Man. No, I’m not going to giveyou more
information than you need. But theride
up and back was interesting to me in
terms of what we wear or don't while
riding. Oneof our new members, Mary-
Annga, rode with me. We went up a
standard club route, 49, to Quincy, and
then cut over to Susanville. We were
takingit very easy. Redlizingthat Mary-
Anna was a good rider but still fairly
new to her bike, and me being Safety
Director and all, we rode on the
pavement at lessthan 10 miles per hour
over, and never crossed the double
yellow unless absolutely necessary. (It
was a good ride and | noticed that my
gas mileage, which had been dropping
dramatically over the years, suddenly
improved at these moderate speeds.)
Mary-Anna said she wanted to do
some dirt riding on her 1150 GS. We
didn’t go up the back dirt roads between

Taylorsvilleand Susanville, becausethey
are poorly marked and | didn’t want to
get us both lost. But we did cut across
the Smoke Creek desert north of
Susanville on our way to Gerlach,
Nevada. Via the Smoke Creek “short
cut”, it'sabout 60 miles of desert dirt.
It was of course warm, and once we
entered the desert, we could have easily
removed our gear. Including helmets.
There is hardly anyone out there. But
we didn’t. We just drank alot of water
and stopped at alittle oasisjust over the
CA/NV border to refresh ourselves.
The CA side is about 30 miles of very
rocky dirt and we both had to pick up
and patch up pieces of the bikes or
luggage at least once. (Cable ties and
duct tape become safety equipment
under these circumstances.) But Mary-
Annahandled thisrough road very well.
TheNV sideiseasier. Thenext 30 miles
areasteadily improving gravel roads. 15

milesfrom the pavement, it'savery wide
hard-packed gravel road. Mary-Anna
rode next to mein one of thefour tracks
so she wouldn’t have to eat my dust.
Whilenot being Kari, | ratethisroad safe
at 70+ and we rode at 60, slowing for
turns. | thought that because she had
had aDoc Wong Hollister clinic and had
done so well on the rough stuff, that
gravel wasno problem, but thiswas my
misudgment. | should havereviewed dirt
techniques with her and | should have
gone slower. It's not enough to be safe
your ownself when you are riding with
someone still learningthe basics.

Six milesfrom the pavement, Mary-Anna
got out of the track and into the loose
stuff and didn’t have the experience to
cut through it. She slowed and braked.
When | came back, she was standing
over her bike. The bike was fatally
wounded, with il dripping out of aground

continued on page 5

© OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY

® ONE OF THE FEW AUTHORIZED
RIDERS' APPAREL DEALERS

© LARGE INVENTORY OF AFTERMARKET
& SPECIALTY ITEMS

® FULL SELECTION OF COMPETITIVELY
PRICED NEW & USED MOTORCYCLES

® OUTSTANDING SERVICE DEPARTMENT

© A GREAT DESTINATION & A GREAT
CUP OF COFFEE

® COMPLETE WEBSITE WITH PRODUCT
INFORMATION & SHOPPING CART

(in case you need us on Mondays)

www.bmwsantacruz.com

6 2 6 2
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e Santa Cruz

® Watsonville

* Monterey

e San Jose

e Gilroy

e Salinas

BMW OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

Watsonville, CA USA / www.BMWSantaCruz.com

Motorcycles
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Saf ety/ Tech Corner  continued from page 4

off valve cover, and no clutch, because
as soon as the handlebars bend, the
hydraulic clutch lever becomes a squirt
gun. (Asan airhead rider, itisastruggle
for me to refrain from commenting on
the safety of riding a monster bike that
is so easily disabled in a number
of ways.) Mary-Annahad abrasionson
her elbows where the stitch wore
through after the armor shifted.
Otherwise, shewasmostly ok. It’'salong
story from there, involving good
Samaritans and pickup trucks, but | do
have a point here.

First of all, we both wore our gear, and
thissmplelow-sideat 60mphwould have
been alifethreatening injury without the
stitch. Second, the stitch isgood for one
such event. My leathers are good for
several. Ask me.. So this started me
thinking about my leathers. | have to
admit now that | wear them because |
likeleather. | thought it wasfor maximum

protection. They’'re made out of the
heaviest |eather possible and have specia
European armor sewninthat will absorb
the most impact of any armor out there.
But, leather is cold in the winter, hot in
the summer, and requires a rainsuit for
hard rain. When it’s hot, even though |
have vents in the jacket, | am likely to
leave the pants off. With the stitch, you
are always adequately protected, and
likely always to be wearing it

Coming back over the same 475 mile
route Sunday, | encountered a heat
wave. It was99F/37C in Quincy at 1pm.
| nearly passed out starting up Gold Lake
road and had to go up into the cool
mountains to recover. It was very
tempting to ride without my leathers, but
remembering Mary-Anna, | kept them
on and just stopped often to drink water.
Apart from wearing gear because it's
convenient, | wonder if the leather
doesn’'t provide me with a false sense

of security asmy youth oncedid. | never
thought much about crashing then, and
later in life haven't with my leathers.
Because | usually just got back on the
bike. | have noticed that if | do ride
without my lesather pants, | feel much
more exposed, and | ride much more
carefully.

Coming back through one of the Yuba
passes (and remind meto tell you about
the warning signs for bikers the locals
are hanging on the trees), | passed a
couple on their Harleys cruising behind
some cars. Like everyone else on Hogs
| saw that day, they were riding bare-
shouldered. Their scrapsof |eather were
decorations. But they weredriving much
dower than meand more carefully. They
weren’t passing cars on mountain roads
and were happily cruising behind the
traffic. Hmmm. Maybe |’ve been
thinking too much about gear. Clearly
there is a tradeoff in protective gear
between maximum protection and

continued on page 7
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BUY 10 GET 1 FREE. This is nol about sparkplugs. earplugs, lug nuts.

It's nol about tollet paper, mayonnaize, or buckets of vanilla ice cream. The deal is: Buy 10

new BMW motorcycles, and get 1 new BMW motorcycle of equal or lesser average value

for free. Read the small legal type if you don't believe us.” You've got until October 31, 2002

to pull this off. Collaborate and organize at calbmw.com/ffreebie. Tic-toc the clock is renning.

experience shared,

California BMW

2420 Old Middlafizld Way
Cal o Mounfain View, CGA S4043

650-968-1183
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continued from page 5
comfort. But it may be that less

protection meansthat you aremorelikely
to wear the gear. And even less
protection may mean that you are more
likely to ride more carefully. Gee,
following that line of reasoning saysthat
to beredlly safe, you should ridewearing
nothing at all.

My Ride With Ben

| invited my good friend Ben fromwork
to join meriding to the August meeting
near Markleeville. Benisatal, friendly
Dutchfellow whoisall elbowsand knees
when sitting on hisimmaculate’ 97 Road
King with lots of chrome, especially his
custom chrome plated seat, an old
M assey-Ferguson tractor seat he found
in Fresno. Ben loves hisHHarley dearly
so he was obviously upset when, while
stopping for a break along Hwy 26, he
discovered adrip of oil under his bike.
It seemed that oil was oozing from the
primary gear cover. It wasn't much; he
wiped it off and werode on. Ben asked
some Harley guys in Jackson if they
knew where he could pick up a gasket
for the cover and one directed us to a
small one-man repair shop off of Hwy
49 where he purchased the $4 part. We
rode on to the campground and | helped
Beninstall the new gasket that evening.
The old one was split along two of its
Sides.

Weleft early Sunday morning (I'msure
you heard us leave) and went into
Markleevilee for a cup of coffee. The
cover was now leaking much worse; the
“new” gasket has split at two corners.
We both shared the concern that oil could
fly back onto hisrear tire. Ben had the
idea that someone may have a bicycle
tube that we could fashion a gasket out
of and strolled down the deserted
(7:30a.m.) downtown Markleeville street
insearch of one. Inthemeantime, | had
finished my coffee, and looking at the
styrofoam cup it had come in, got the
idea that maybe it could do the job. |
took out the sharp blade on my swiss
army knife and trimmed a gasket using
the plate as a template. When Ben
returned a few minutes later, he had
some cardboard and aplastic sign given

to him by Joe and Ronnie who had just
bought the bar in town and werefixing it
up. We decided to try the makeshift
styrofoam gasket. Inthe meantime, Ms.
Ronnie yoohooed to Ben that she called
Fritz, afriend of Joe's, he had a gasket,
and she gave us directions to his place
inWoodfords.

We rode up to Woodfords. It turned
out that our visit with Fritz was very
interesting. Helived highonahill upa
sandy road with an incredible view to
the south and east. Just theweek before,
he had recorded the best motorcycle
speed at the Bonneville Salt Flatson his
homemade, Harley powered,
aerodynamicrig; 198 mph! Thereitwas
in his garage — with the bodywork
removed, a long wheelbase, a neatly
welded skeleton. Fritz showed us how
he had to squeeze into the cockpit and
talked about how the parachute would
be deployed by a mercury switch if the
rig tipped. Some hobby! Fritz had the
right gasket. He didn’'t want to accept
the $5 Ben offered for it saying, “buy
yourself a beer”, but after some
insistence said, “I guess I'll buy me a
beer”.

Us Beemer folks are alittle spoiled by
rarely having roadside problems, leaks
or breakdowns. At first, my desire to
get back to the Bay Area early to have
some Sunday left made me impatient.
But the delay to tinker on the hog, get a
replacement gasket and in the process
spend time with my friend Ben and the
folks we met, was worth more than the
choresat homethat would eventually get
doneanyway. By theway, the styrofoam
gasketisdtill inthe bikeand hasn’t |eaked
adrop! Mike Morlin

Fist Timer Articleby Donald
McClelan

Well, thisoneismy longest ride so far
—alittleless than 600 milesin two days
with some of the best scenery and vistas
to date. | had been on the net with the
K1200 LT group when | found alink to
the BMW Club of N. Ca They were
having aride in August and | actually
used the old fashioned telephone and
called the ride organizer Ross Felling.

Ross told me the route and we agreed
to meet at the intersection of highway
132 and 59 outsideLaGrange, Ca. The
group showed up on time and said lets
go — and off we went. There are two
things here you should know here.
These folks firmly believe that “where
there is a road, there is a detour”, and
they do not let any grassgrow under their
feet. They move and so once again |
am near the rear of the pack.

Lucky for me they had a sweeper
(Ken) and he had a GPS. We went over
roads near highway 49 and | saw alake
| never remember seeing before (and |
have traveled there a number of times
inthe cage). After abit wewound back
up on 49 and | have no idea how we got
there, but it was agreat twisty ride with
good views of the foothills and the
mountains. Which is where we were
headed, the long way. Well, welost the
main group along 49 and 88 someplace
and as | said, Ken had the GPS so he
lead Rick and | along awhole bunch of
small, off thetrack wonderful roadsuntil,
as luck and GPS would have it, we
wound up back on Highway 88 at about
the 5,000 foot mark. By this time we
were abit hungry and stopped at alittle
spot for a bite of heart stopper special.
Rick, the smart one, ordered up what he
could with veggiesand did hislevel best
tolook full.

We traveled down 88 for a bit and |
finally just pulled over for a fantastic
view point and we took some pictures.
(These guys don't stop and smell the
roses much.) We got into Markleeville
by about 3 and got gas at the one
unmanned gas station.  We went to
Indian Creek campground and there we
met awhole slew of other Beemer riders
that came for the event.

| found acoupleof real interesting notes
here that | had not expected. Oneisall
the people | met were very friendly and
took pity on this poor new comer and
offered advise and did their best not to
embarrass me too much. The other was
meeting Nicky (SP) you talk about a
woman that leavesanimpression!! She
was great — She was out riding her
Beemer and she was two up. Her

continued on page 10
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RANGE OF LIGHT 2002

TheRangeof Light (ROL) gypsy tour isoneof northern California spremier motorcyclingevents. This
isaraly for ridersand riding and thisyearstour lived up to itsreputation. Thisride generatesenough
enthusiasmthat Rick Wurzel bacher, Patti Gardner, Gary Clark, and othersall prepared articlestotell the

ROL story. Enjoy their stories and do not missnext yearsride.

Rick Wurzelbacher

The GSlegs on this years Range of
Light prove that BMW motorcycles
arefully capable somevery adventur-
ous off-road travel. With over 150
miles of unpaved roads and trails in
tandem to the road routes, the GS ers
had their handsfull. Therewerelegs
at various degrees of difficulty to at-
tract ridersat all levelsof experience.
For riders who had never taken their
GS off road, the first leg on each day
offered that opportunity.

The coregroup of ninecametogether
by way of the Adventure Rider online
forums(ADVrider.com). Most hadrid-
dentrailstogether inthe past and were
closely matched in both on and off
road skill. From the start it was clear
that this was going to be an aggres-
sivegroup of riders pushing thelimits
and not afraid to take a spill now and
again. Three 1150's rode the course.
All werebruised, battered and knobby
equipped for speedy excursion on ex-
ceptionally roughterrain. Alsointhe
group was a R100GS, KTM Adven-
ture, KLR, Jean-Luc' sF650GS/PD and
the amazing R11S/GS convert that
Ricardo Kuhn hacked together just in
timetojointhefun.

Thefirst two legson Day One aver-
aged about twenty miles each. The
first followed Dogtown Road up from
Coultervilleto Buck Meadowson Hwy
120. The mixed gravel and dirt sec-
tions were a good warm-up and in-
cluded asmall water crossing. Dueto
acouple of trick turns and few strag-
glers(like mysdf) gettinglogt, thecore
group gave up precious time. The
second leg started from the paved road
above Cherry Lake. That's about
wherewelost Jean-Luc. Hewas pac-
ing afast lead, asis his custom, and
did an end-ointo the ditch on adown-
hill turn. The biketumbled and so did
he. A badly sprained wrist and bend
fork tubes sent him packing for anearly
trip home. Moretimelost, we started

the trail by alittle after 11:30am. The dirt
sections were mostly gravel covered with
some broken pavement to keep thing lively.
It was a fast trail with dust being the most
challenging factor. With eight riders spaced
more closely than conditions warranted, it
was difficult to read the trail. Thisresulted
in at least one gravel slide which landed
“Mongo’s’ big 1150 sideways and on the
ground. He picked it up, and we kept mov-
ing. Thetrail ended at Pinecrest.

After a speedy ride over Sonora Pass the
group wasready to begin our most challeng-
ing section of trail. The Sweetwater Moun-
tains just east of Sonora Junction are high,
Nevadadesert. Therewere storm cloudsand
acool breeze. Thisisagood thing, because
when Bob loveand | did the pre-ride, it was
full sunand 110f inthe shade. We got to the
trailhead just intimefor alight shower, ideal
dust-free conditions to ride the sandy ter-
rain. Sand can be very tricky on abig GS.
Thefront wheel wantsto plow indeepif you
go too slow; too fast and you lose the bike
in an instant. The first half of the 35-mile
trail was not too steep and had a number of
great little water crossings and a bunch of
big dips that would launch the bikes on the
way out. Ricardo’s rig lacked rear wheel
travel and had ainstrument / fairing pod that
could not withstand the abuse. He strapped
the stuff back on twice, but eventualy he
stripped the bike and rode bare. 1t was now
getting to be past 4:00 and the group was
getting tired.

About halfway through the sandy trail we
took a hard right up the side of amountain.
The soft surface was deceptive, since bur-
ied within were many very sharp rocks that
threatened to rip our tires or put big dents
into some very expensive rims. Aswe tra-
versed along the ridgeline, the off camber
trail becameincreasingly rocky. Oneby one,
wedropped our bikeson therocks. Moving
slowly to avoid disaster, the GS becomes
impossibleto hold upright. It requires pow-
ering up and over alarge rocks and sliding
sideways as the ruts drag you into the bot-
tom. After two or three miles of struggling
to remain upright through numerous rocky
descents, | was totally exhausted. Ricardo

piloted hisbrokenriglikeachamp. Atlast, a
narrow, twisty desert creek lead usafew more
miles towards the highway that would end
our day in Yerrington, still 70 miles away.
We approached the highway on a fast,
roughly graded, gravel road. Tony, on his
KLR, cameinto arutted corner just abit too
quickly and high-sided onto the rocky em-
bankment. Hisshoulder took abig hit. We
picked him up and suffered one last delay.
Ricardo rode ahead in an effort to reach camp
beforenightfall. Hislightshad brokenloose
along with most everything el se on the front
of hisbike. Therest of ushitcampat 7:30, a
twelve-hour day.

Day Two promised to be more straightfor-

ward. Between crashes, broken bikes and
an early departure, the group had fallen to
five riders. The route that Bob and | had
crafted during the preceding weeks left us
with two short legs in the morning and a
very long excursion over Henness Pass in
the afternoon. The road route was shorter
and the GSlegswerelong but not so treach-
erous as the day before. We started late in
order to send off our fallen friends and hit
theroad at about 9:00 AM.
Thefirst leg was aten-mile sand and gravel
road, which followed the Carson River. The
first few mileswere an excellent opportunity
to hone some basic skillson awide, but dlip-
pery, sand surface. Astheroad hardened to
washboard, the speedsincreased towell over
60mph as we blasted toward Virginia City.
After along break, we skipped the second
leg, which would have been arough down-
hill road along Gieger Grade.

Thethird and final GS leg came in three
sectionstotaling 75 miles. Beginning north
of Truckee off of 89, therouteled usthrough
scenic high meadows and over Henness
Pass. The mixed dirt, gravel and rock sur-
faces were generaly fairly fast with some
long rocky climbsand anumber of outstand-
ing mountain vistas. After forty miles of
awesomedirt roads, the route took anarrow
trail excursion“down” to Downieville. The
twenty-miletrail wastwisty and steep, wind-
ing through heavily wooded slopes and ra-
vines. Mongo took another spectacular fall
and planted his hip into arock. That must
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have hurt, but back on the saddle, he got.
Thefina decent into town wasamile of spec-
tacular drop on adirt trail that offered great
traction considering the 40-50% grade. We
all skidded our way to the bottom at about
4:30. Three tired guys decided to call it a
day and headed for camp in Quincy. Juerg
Furi, my new friend from Sonoma, joined me
on his R100GS for the final section of dirt.
Weroad thelast 25 milesinlessthan 40 min-
utes. Traveling atwisty, rooster tail, gravel
road back up to the ridge-line, we then fol-
lowed a rocky, rutted course called Moun-
tain House Road towards Camptonville. It
was a grand end to a long couple of days.
Thecampwasdtill 75 milesaway viaan amaz-
ing stretch of new, twisty asphalt. We were
tired, dirty and grinning ear-to-ear when we
arrived just in time for the pizzathat was a
couple of hourslate.

The event was a big success in large mea-
suredueto the careful routing that Bob Love
documented. Unfortunately, Bob was un-
abletoridethetour dueto mechanical prob-
lems. On behalf of theother riders| want to
thank him for afineeffort and agreat ride. |
alsowant to thank ADVrider.com for provid-
ing agreat worldwideforumfor dirt road trav-
elersto get together online.

J.C.

Oneof the BEST partsof thewholerally
was getting the use of the hotel room
for an hour or so. My wifeand | had a
great couple of showers each. What we
did in between our showers is our own
business-But be advised IT WAS THE
HIGHLIGHT OF THE Rally

Patti Gardner
TheGypsy in All of Us
“Have you done the Range of Light?’

comes the question. Either responseis
telling, eliciting an acknowledging nod.
Thereisjust something mysterious and
magical about thisrally that setsit apart
from al other BMW events — like a
badge of courage worn by a distinct
fraternity of very special people. It is
The Pinnacle: ariders’ rally that breeds
a level of enjoyment and excitement
from the time that riders check in on
Friday night andreceivetheir first packet
with directions, to the end of theride on
Sunday with the almost reluctant
celebration of itscompletion that night.
So now 123 participants ook back on

another in a series, punctuated by the
mildest weather | can remember, an
enthusiastic crowd, and a last night in
Quincy with comfortably warm
temperatures well into the wee hours
and the ever-popular Morning Thunder
breakfast before our Monday take-off.
Ahhhhhh...lifeisgood!!

On Sunday evening at the rally, Pat
Potter and | recognized anumber of club
members and supporters who were
instrumental inputtingtheRangeof Light
together. Allow meto repeat ourselves
by identifying them all once again with
feeling! Our very first volunteers were
Geneand GlennaHarlamoff whoferried
a payload of gear and bags each day.
Once the three Pats agreed to take the
plungeinlateApril, Greg Gibson picked
our campsitesand madeinitial contacts.
Gary Stofer and Jim Cyran from the
River City Beemerstook Greg’' scueand
laid out our street routes and quiz
questions. Bob Love with Rick
Wourzelbacher took the ball from there
and developed the GS routes that so
many Gypsy Tourersexplored. VPand
WebMaster Wayne Opp had our rally
prizes by the end of June! Lars Swartz
provided all our printing. Once we got
rolling, MikeMurray, Pat Holland, Scot
Marburger, Erica James and Greg
Deckrow all jumped in to help check
poker run answers, deal cards and help
players get the most out of their game
hands. Liz and John Schulze ran for
beverages on Sunday evening and
managed dispersal withamazingaplomb.
I’ dalsoliketorecognize Cindy Sampson
with the Swim Club in Yerington for
pulling our food and beverage together
there; and on a similar note, I’ ve gotta
hand it to the Pizza Factory and Round
TableinQuincy for their sense of humor
and respectable response with short
notice! Our club is very fortunate to
have these members and friends who
sincerely wanted to see the Range of
Light take place. What's more, this
year's rally was attended by the most
appreciative and cooperative crowd as
ever I’ve seen. Thank you all.

Congratulations, again, go to our
seventeen door prize winners and to

poker run winners Peter Granoff, David
Wallace and Laura Carpenter winning
$50 for third place hands; Jay Miller,
BeateClark andLindaSatterfieldwinning
$75 for second place hands; and David
Newman, Chris Geuting and Steve
Gallantinefor their $1200winning hands!
To al this year's €elite, | offer “the
nod.” To the rest, | offer my
encouragement to join in next year!

Gary Clark
It was early Saturday morning, thefirst

rideday of the 2002 Rage of Light Gypsy
Tour. After finishing his morning
Starbucks coffee and fresh bagel with
cream cheese (boy, those LT guysknow
how to travel), South Coast BMW Rider
Club member, Gary Clark was attacked
by a rogue picnic table gang operating
undercover at the Waterford
campground. Witnesses who wish to
remain anonymous for their own
protection (fearing retaliation from a
roving band of picnic tableswho frequent
BMW rider events), claim that after
quietly rising fromthe picnictableto pack
up for the day’s ride, this rouge picnic
table suddenly reached out grabbing
Gary’sankle. Struggling to free himself
of the death grip of thepicnictable, Gary
in alast ditch effort was launched, face
firstintoacompaniontable. The second
table, who was obviously operating in
concert with the first table, inflicted
wounds upon this unsuspecting victim.
Finally, after freeing himself, a damage
assessment was completed.  Suffering
a split lip requiring 12 stitches, and a
sprained ankle, rendering the victim
“chair bound” for severa days, Gary is
recuperating well, and preparing for his
next camping event. Contacted in
Camarillo at hishome, Gary said “Next
year for this Gypsy Tour, I'm going to
be prepared to protect myself against
this group of thug picnic tables, I'm
packing an axe’!

The watchword here for all BMW
riders to be constantly on the look out
for this roving group of rogue picnic
tables. Sometimes it is more than just
the obstacles on the road we have to
watch out for!
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passenger and great companion was her
little Scotty dog. | will tell you that Nicky
showed awholelot of classand pitched
right in with everyone else. For what it
isworth, keep riding Nicky, you are an
inspiration whether you know it or not.

Ok next unexpected thing —this group
said they were going to have a meeting
at 5:00 pm and they got it started right
near the button and started by reading
the previous minutes. That was a heads
up they were professional and kept to a
schedule and tended to business so they
could have fun later.

We pitched our tents and then we were
ready for dinner. We had heard that the
hotel/restaurant had closed (we found
out later the restaurant was open and
serving Salmon). So we went off to
Minden Nevada some 25 miles away.
Now | did not know this place existed
but like a lot of Nevada towns next to
the Californiaborder it had itsown casino
so wetried there for dinner. We wound
up next door at anice steak house. | can
say that the food was good, and | wish

Nevada had California's no smoking
laws, oh well.

The next morning | headed back out
over highway 89 to cross monitor pass
out to highway 395. Highway 89 was
great — lots of twisties with enough
straight to build some speed and back to
the twistiesonce more. Kool ! Then it
becamereal obviouswith many milesof
nothing but burnt forest and bushes.
Trees are a bit few and far between the
closer you get to 395 as it goes down
the desert route.

Highway 395 could get to beabit boring
here but | was not on it that long before
reached highway 108 and Sonora pass.
That was one crooked road. Since that
wasthe end of aweekend, traffic began
to pick up alittle bit and we had to just

roll and follow and by that time | wasa
bittired and thetail sore. | cantell it will

be awhile, along while before this ole
fool goes after a cast iron but award. |
would definitely have to get a custom
seat.

Great Rideand Great Weekend — Thank
you to the BMW club of Northern

Cadlifornial!!

I ntercom Product Review
by Ross Felling

For the past six months my wife and |
have been using the HIC-50 Tandom Pro
rider to passenger communicator and it
IS great. This communicator is a very
small box that attaches to the rider’s
helmet. A cord then connects to the
passenger; it is not wireless and the
quality isvery good. TheTandom Prois
“adways on” full duplex, so you do not
have to start each sentence with,
“ummm” or end each sentence with
“over.”

The battery is rechargeable and seems
tolast forever. Therearealsoinputsfor
certain cell phonesand awalkman. The
best featureisthe price, only $75.00 for
the communicator and then you buy the
headsets separately, depending onif you
have an open face helmet, or not. These
cost around $30.00 each. So the entire
outfit can cost around $135.
http://www.vigorsports.com/chatterbox/
hjc50.asp

SFBMW
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YOUSTILLHAVETIMETO:
WINA 2003HARLEY ROAD KING CLASSIC

Someof you havesentinfor ticketsal ready— | know because
| got areally nice thank you note from Terri Sericeat ABC
House. Canyouimagineif oneof uswon—that would be SO
COOL! Gladl gotmy $20bucksinbecauseif | winl’mgoing
onaHarley poker runwearing afull-facehelmet and | eathers
so maybe we can at least get the passengers on those bikes
thinking (the riders are probably hopeless!) In case you
missed last month’ sinfo on al of this, hereitis:

Here is an excellent opportunity to win a very expensive
motorcycleand helpareally worthy cause. $10getsyouinthe
drawingfor a2003 Road King Classic. Theonly requirement
isthatif youwin, youcan'tdumpusandjointheHOGS!! This
raffleisin support of the ABC House, achild advocacy center
inAlbany, Oregon. Wegot ane-mail fromthembecausethey
are having trouble selling their minimum 2000 tickets.
Statistically, that's good news for usl So get out your
checkbook, make a check payableto ABC House for $10 or
more, mail it to ABC House, P.O. Box 274, Albany, OR
97321. Or you can pay on lineby going towww.proaxis.com/
~abchouse. Thedrawingis December 14", youdon’t need to
be present to win (though it would be a hoot to ride the bike
home!). Assoon asthey receive your check, they will mall
youyour ticket(s) sobesuretoincludeyour name, addressand
phonenumber! If you haveany questions, call Terri Sericeat
ABCHouse(541) 926-2203 or e-mail abchouse@proaxis.com.

Your Club NeedsY ou!

We are dtill looking for a few good people to fill critical
positions such as Chairperson and Committee heads for the
‘49er Rally. You do not have to worry about being left
stranded with alot to do and no one to do because this group
providesalot of support. GivethePrez acall and chat about
it.

CHECK THE DIRECTORY &
DUES ARE DUE SEPTEMBER 30

Be sure to check thisyear’s directory for any changes you want to
make—new address, different e-mail address, new phone number,
new significant other, etc.!! If you don't tell us, we don’t know!!!
If we don’t have your dues by September 30, you won't bein this
year’'sdirectory!

Contact Brad Hepler with any changes: bradhepler@yahoo.com or
cal meat (650) 593-6009. Pat Potter

Board Meeting

The September Board of Directors Meeting will be held at
the home of Charles Petrie on October 2 at 7:00 PM. Please
call (650) 961-5571 for directions.

Finding Us Online

Y ou'll find the club at www.bmwnorcal .org. Goonlinefor updates.
You'll also find updated news for club and other events, and a pdf
version of the club newsletter with color images.

For Sale

1996 R1100GSfor sale. Red, 41 litretank, heated grip, RID, ABS,
Jesse bags, Givi top box, PIAA’s, Aeroflow Screen, Corbin seat w/
backrest, engine guards, hiway pegs, upgraded rear suspension.
40,000 miles. $8.000 obo MUST sdll. ttuba@earthlink.net 408/377-
3493 Picturesavailableonline,

1996 R850R, red, 57k, very good condition with extras. $5,000.00
1993 R100PD, purple/white, 59k excellent condition with extras
$6,000.00

Greg Gibson, 530-271-7103 or grgibson@mindspring.com

2000 R1150G Smeticul ously maintained, 34k miles, titansilver with
custom paint and lettering, hard bags, Touratech side panels with
BMW logo, center stand bash plate, luggage rack bag, tank bag,
injector covers, new Ohlins shocks front and rear, Remus Genesis
racing exhaust system with Carbon Fiber can (sounds awesome).
Includes extragas tank (not cheap) and stock exhaust system with
cat. converter, and cover. $12,250. Scott 707-257-8353 or email
mkerbs@najasda.com

2001 Harley-Davidson Her itage Springer, Blue/ White, 4565 miles,
perfect condition. Extended 7-year warranty. Over $1,500in extra
chromeparts+ original parts. $20,000. Bikeisin Monterey. Cal for
details. Steve & Vicki Wilson (831) 372-0670
mailto:mbayengr@mabay.net

1987K 75S81K , Custom Marakeschred paint, Corbin, Progressive
fork springs, Progressive shock, heated BMW grips, smoked
windshield, altitude switch, stainlessfront brakelines, upgrated K -
saddlebags, nearly new Metzelers, bar backs, servicerecords, well
maintained, only ridden by alittle old lady on Sundays, photos by
email. Price $3,900.00 Contact Russ Drake (510) 278-9342 or
twobeemers@aol.com (03/02)

1996 R1100GSfor sale. Red, 41 litretank, heated grip, RID, ABS,
Jesse bags, Givi top box, PIAA’s, Aeroflow Screen, Corbin seat w/
backrest, engine guards, hiway pegs, upgraded rear suspension.
40,000miles. $10,0000boMUST sdll. ttuba@earthlink.net 408/366-
3493 Picturesavailableonline. (7/02)

1983 RBOST Grey, 40K, Very good condition, P-38 Eclipse soft
bags, Fox tank bag, Best offer over $2500. Jim 530 274-2936 or
jpsmith@infostations.com (7/02)

Plan Ahead

Baby Butt 1000, September 21-22, 2002. The Red Hot Riders
present a1000 mileridein aday with aroutethat will takeyou from
San Diegoto Laughlin, Nevada- thelongway. Forinformation call
EricLevy at (858) 635-6729. (In cooperation with Iron Butt Asso-
ciation.)

Octoberfest XXXIII, October 11-13. TheBMW Owners Club of
San Diego holdsthisrally every year and it combines great weather
and great roads for your riding enjoyment. It will be held at the
Rancho Corrido Campground, 14715 Hwy 76 in beautiful Pauma
Valley. For information contact www.bmwocsd.com or Fulkton
Martin (619) 262-1006.



CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

September 28-29 September Club Meeting - Eureka Ca., KOA, Jet Boat Ride

October 2 Board of Directors Meeting

October 14 Second Sunday Breakfast - Babs Diner, Suisun City

October 26-27 October Club Meeting - Angels Camp

November Second Sunday Breakfast - Half Moon Bay - Ride to Motorcycle show follows

November 23-24  November Club Meeting

December 14 Christmas Party

The Club meets for breakfast the second Sunday of every month at a location announced in the Club Newsletter.
See inside for details.

Prospective members may receive a complimentary newsletter by contacting the Secretary.

BMW Club
Of Northern
California ...

http://bmwnorcal.org
Ride to Camp; Camp to Ride

John Schulze, Editor FIRST CLASS MAIL

P.O.Box 2472
Santa Clara, CA 95055

twored@pacbell.net
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